The American West – End of Unit Test

1. What were the main geographical features of the Plains?

3 marks

2. Why were the Indians nomadic?

1 mark

3. Explain how the tepee was perfectly suited to Indian life

3 marks

4. Who founded the Mormon church?

1 mark

5 Who took over the Mormon church when their founder died?

1 mark

6. Explain why the Mormons moved West and the main features of their journey?

5 marks

7. What were cow towns?

2 marks

8. What were the main dangers of the long drive?

2 marks

9. Label the diagram below with the following words – chaps, bandana, lasso, Stetson, saddle, boots – then explain briefly what each was used for.
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12 marks

10. Why did people move to California in 1849 and Colorado and Nevada in the 1860s?

1 mark

11. Explain the concept of Manifest Destiny.

1 mark

12. Explain Push and Pull factors and give 3 examples of each.

8 marks

13. What did the Homestead Act do to help homesteaders?

2 marks

14. Describe two problems that faced the homesteaders. What solutions did they find? 

4 marks

15. Where did homesteaders and cowboys come into conflict in the 1890s?

1 mark

16. What was claim jumping?

1 mark

17. Briefly describe the activities of one outlaw.

5 marks

18. Give three reasons why there was lawlessness on the Plains.

3 marks

19. What was agreed at Fort Laramie in 1851?

2 marks

20. Why did the Indians go on the warpath in 1860s?

3 marks

21. Explain what battle this picture shows and who painted it. Why was this battle important?
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4 marks

22. What was the Ghost Dance?

2 marks

23. What happened at Wounded Knee?

2 marks

