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	Who was Hippocrates?

	Hippocrates was a Greek physician born around 460BC. He strongly believed that there had to be a physical cause for all illnesses and rejected ideas that illness was due to superstition or evil spirits. He developed the theory of the four humours to explain illnesses.

Hippocrates spent much time observing the body and was the first physician to accurately describe the symptoms of pneumonia and epilepsy in children. He also noted, through his observations, that some people were able to get over illnesses quicker than others and was the first physician to believe that thoughts, feelings and ideas came from the brain not from the heart.

The Hippocratic Collection is a group of books that were used for centuries. They were written over a period of 150 years. The books contain detailed lists of symptoms and treatments and were used for hundreds of years.

Hippocrates believed in a holistic approach to medicine - that the body should be treated as a whole rather than separate parts and travelled throughout Greece practising his medicine. Later he established a medical school on the island of Cos and began teaching his ideas to others.



	Why is Hippocrates an important figure in medicine?

	Hippocrates spent much time thinking about the role of the medical practitioner – what his duties and responsibilities towards his patients should be.

He believed that those practising medicine and surgery should be classified separately from philosophers (thinkers) and cosmologists (those who study the universe). 



	The Hippocratic Oath

	The Hippocratic Oath sets out the moral responsibilities of a physician. It is still used today in a modified form. The main points of the oath -

1. That the student of medicine and physician will be true to his teacher and his profession

2. That the physician will only practice medicine for the benefit of the sick and not for any criminal or illegal purposes.

3. That the physician will keep secret things that he is told by his patient.

	

	Activities – Standard - Answer as fully as possible

1. What evidence is there to show that after the death of Hippocrates his ideas and teachings continued?

2. What made Hippocrates different from physicians before him?

3. Why do you think that Hippocrates is known as the father of modern medicine? (answer in paragraphs and give as much detail as possible)

Higher – Plan and write an essay to answer the following question (begin with a plan and notes)

Why is Hippocrates known as the father of modern medicine? 
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