Titanic – Lessons Learned
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Answer the following questions:

1. What law could be introduced to make sure that other ships would not have trouble attracting the attention of other ships?

2. What should the Board of Trade have done?

3. What law could be introduced to make sure that there was no confusion regarding lifeboats?


When the crew realised that the ship was going to sink they began firing rockets into the sky and signalling a nearby ship with a morse lamp. The radio operators, Harold Bride and Jack Phillips were told to send the signal CQD (Come quick, danger). They also sent the new signal SOS.





The Californian was also in the same area as the Titanic but had decided to stop for the night. The radio operator had switched off the radio just before midnight and had gone to bed. The crew believed that the ship firing rockets was having a party.





Although Titanic did not have enough lifeboats for all the passengers and crew, she was within legal requirements. The Board of Trade stated that all ships of 10,000 tonnes or more had to carry 16 lifeboats. The law had not been changed since 1894. The Titanic weighed nearly 70,000 tonnes.











On the night of the disaster there was a lot of confusion. There had not been a lifeboat practice and neither crew nor passengers were sure of what they should do. Many lifeboats were not filled – one boat that could hold 70 left with just 12.





They managed to make contact with another ship, the Carpathia, who promised to come to the rescue. However, she was some distance away and could not arrive before 4am.





It is believed that there were also other ships in the area.
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