History Examinations – Hints and Tips
Hints and Tips

· Use a highlighter to highlight the main points on the paper. Be organised

· Read all parts of optional questions before choosing which to do.

· Keep answers to all parts separate – leave a few lines between your answers.

· Cross Reference – check against another source on the paper or your own knowledge
Types of Questions

Reliability and Usefulness  – make arguments for both and remember a source can be unreliable but still useful

Comparing sources –how are they similar, how are they different. Look at what the source is about, who wrote it, bias, usefulness and reliability

Hypotheses questions – this is about testing sources – test each against the hypotheses, find evidence for both sides.

Describe questions – what were? how did? etc – these questions want to see what you know – facts. Get your facts right and in a good order. 

Analyse questions – Why did? Why was? etc. You need to PEE – Point, Example/evidence, Explain. Make points for both sides, link them together, show how one thing led to another.

Interpret questions – to what extent? How important? etc. Don’t just give your opinion. Give evidence for both sides – make a number of points, PEE, then give a balanced conclusion. 

S-A-I-L Through History

S – select – 
relevant information – don’t waffle – keep to the point

A – analyse-
PEE on every paragraph – make a Point, give an Example/Evidence then Explain how this is relevant to the question. Reliability – bias, usefulness

I – interpret – is anything open to different interpretations by different groups?

L – link - 
link your explanation to the question. Can you make links between your points.
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