	Key Features of the Renaissance – 1500-1700

	The word ‘renaissance’ means ‘rebirth’ in French. The period 1500 – 1700 was called the renaissance because during that period there was a rebirth of interest in the ideas of the classical period. Once more the ideas of Hippocrates and Galen were studied. The four humours became the focus for medical treatments and bloodletting was very popular.

Science as we know it began in this period and began to replace superstition in medicine. The Royal Society, a body of leading scientists, was founded in 1660.

During this period it was important for well-educated people to be knowledgeable in both science and art.
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	Leonardo da Vinci is best known for his works of art like the Mona Lisa, pictured left. But he was also a scientist and regularly attended dissections. The picture on the right is an anatomical drawing made by Leonardo da Vinci.
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	Printing

Around 1450, a German man, Johannes Gutenberg, invented the printing press. Before printing, books had to be copied by hand. This meant that there were few copies of books. 
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	Printing encouraged the spread of new ideas as books were more widely available and were also much cheaper.

	The Reformation happened during the renaissance period, largely because people were thinking about the things around them and were not content just to accept what had always been.



	In 1517, Martin Luther nailed a list of things that he thought was wrong with the church to the door of a church in Wittenberg in Germany. Many people liked his ideas. They became known as Protestants because they protested against the Catholic church. There was much debate which led to new ideas being formed and spoken about. The domination of the Catholic church was threatened for the first time
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	The Catholic church persecuted many renaissance thinkers. Galileo Galilei was imprisoned for life for saying that the sun was the centre of the universe not the Earth and Giordano Bruno was burnt at the stake for suggesting that there was more than one universe.
	Paracelsus was a German physician and chemist. In 1527, he began a lecture to students by burning one of Galen’s books and calling Avicenna a kitchen master. He disagreed with the four humours theory. Paracelsus believed that disease attacks the body from the outside and that cures should help the body to defend itself against attack from disease. His criticisms of Galen encouraged medical thinking towards scientific thought.

	Despite the efforts of the Church to preserve the existing order, new ideas, inventions and discoveries did take place.
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